Decoding Long Words
When you see a long word, it’s easy to stop and say, “That word is so long I can’t read it.” But you have learned ways to help you read long words. The first thing you need to know is that good readers who are trying to read a long word often say the word out loud to see if it sounds right. Try these steps to help you read long words: 

1. See if the word is a compound word. If it is, read each word by itself and then put them together. 

2. See if there are parts of the word you know how to read. When you find parts you know, sound out what comes before and after the parts you know so you can read the whole word. 

3. See if there are patterns in the word you know. When you read a word that has “tion” at the end, you say it like “shun.” Are there other patterns in the word you already know? 

4. Use letter sounds to try to sound out each part of the word. 

5. Once you have sounded out the parts and know certain parts already, blend everything together to try to say the word out loud. 

6. Does this sound like a word you have heard before? Is this a word you know? Then you used the steps well and decoded a long word. 

Now that you know the steps, when you find a long word in a text, you can think, “That’s a long word. I know I can figure it out. Let’s see which step works for this word.” 

