ENG 101.40 Syllabus
Fall 2009

Mrs. Catherine Wishart, Adjunct Instructor

cwishart@bcc.edu
Personal Website: http://www.easyliteracy.com 

Course Description: This course develops skills in expository writing. It emphasizes the writing process, organization, methods of development, and diction. It requires a research essay using the MLA documentation format. 

Learning Objectives: At the end of English 101, students should be able to: 

1. Demonstrate competency in proper grammatical construction; 

2. Demonstrate ability to write expository compositions that express thoughtful insights in a logical, clear, and concise manner;

3. Read and critically respond to specific essays which have been written in one of the following formats:  Descriptive, Illustrative (Expository), Process Analysis, Compare/Contrast, Division/Classification, Definition, Cause/Effect, Argumentative;

4. Critically revise and edit personal compositions;

5. Write a researched argumentative essay that correctly follows MLA format and citation guidelines;

6. Prepare and present one oral presentation that states and defends a specific point of view or describes a specific process;
7. Work cooperatively and collaboratively with other students in a collegial environment.
Required Texts: 

Eschholz, Paul and Alfred Rosa. Subject and Strategy: A Writer's Reader. 11th ed. Boston: Bedford, 2008. 

Print. 

Kirszner, Laurie G. and Stephen R. Mandell. The Concise Wadsworth Handbook. 2nd ed. Boston: Thomson 


Wadsworth, 2008. Print. 

Web Enhancement: 

This class is web-enhanced. Various resources used in this class as well as taking online quizzes and submitting papers may require the use of the Blackboard/WebCT course management system. This will allow more time for us to review the material in class, lessens the impact of paper waste on the environment, and helps to prepare you for other courses in which technological skills are needed.  Failure to utilize the online system will almost certainly result in a poor grade for this course. I have found that many students enjoy the flexibility and convenience that the online enhancements have provided, however if you have concerns about the technology involved, please speak to me immediately or consider enrolling in a non-web enhanced section of this course
Class Assignment Overview: 

· This course is designed as a paperless class. All assignments will be submitted utilizing Blackboard. Essays will be returned to students utilizing Blackboard, and grades will be posted on Blackboard. 

· All written work must be typed. All written work should be carefully edited to assure it meets rules of grammar, organization, diction, and tone. 

· Assignments are expected to be submitted on time. Any assignments received more than one week after the due date will automatically lose 10% of total possible points. 
· Students will have the option to rewrite and resubmit up to two essays for reconsideration. However, resubmission will not subtract points lost for a late first submission. Research projects may not be resubmitted. 
· Students who do not submit an argumentative research paper that meets course requirements will fail the course. 

Plagiarism: 

Plagiarism will not be tolerated under any circumstances. Be aware that plagiarism includes (but is not limited to) copying someone else’s words without crediting the source; paraphrasing someone else’s words without crediting the source; using someone else’s ideas without crediting the source (even if rephrased in your own words); using facts not universally known which are obtained from a source without crediting the source; asking someone else to write your paper, either in whole or in part; or obtaining a paper or portion thereof by any means and submitting it as an original document. The penalty for plagiarism is failure of the assignment and potentially failure of the course (at the instructor’s discretion), and it may result in suspension or expulsion from the College (at the discretion of the Student Affairs Committee). Please refer to the BCC Student Handbook for additional information regarding College regulations and the handling of plagiarism.

College Policies: 
The current College Catalog and Student Handbook are important documents for understanding your rights and responsibilities as a BCC student. Please read both carefully, especially sections on: 

· Academic Integrity Code

· Student Conduct Code

· Student Grade Appeal Process

· Student Attendance Policy

Classroom Courtesy: 

1. Students are expected to attend all classes. Research has shown that there is a direct correlation between class attendance and academic success. 

2. Students are expected to be on time for classes and to remain for the entire class. Tardiness and/or leaving early is disruptive and distracting. 

3. All cell phones must be on silent mode during class. No texting, games, or music applications may be used during class. If you are expecting an important call, please inform me prior to class. Then leave the room quietly to take the call. 

4. Adults are not required to ask permission to use the bathroom. However, you are expected to leave quietly and with as little disruption as possible. 

5. When in the computer lab, students may use computers for personal use prior to the beginning of the session. Students may not use computers for any other purpose than English 101 work during the session. 
Grading:
Grading will be based upon a combination of attendance, class participation, Blackboard participation, quizzes, oral presentation, essay assignments, argumentative research paper, and final essay exam. 

The following percentage of possible points will determine student final grades. However, if the research paper is not turned in or receives a failing grade, the student will fail the course. 

	Percent of Total Points
	Range of Total Points Earned
	Grade Earned

	90 to 100%
	450 – 500 points
	A

	85 to 89%
	425 – 449 points
	B+

	80 to 84%
	400 – 424 points
	B

	75 to 79%
	375 – 399 points
	C+

	70 to 74%
	350 – 374 points
	C

	65 to 69%
	325 – 349 points
	D 

	64% or below
	324 points or less
	F


Graded Assignments and Points: 
	· Attendance:

· Class Participation:

· Writing Process Quiz:

· Blackboard Discussions:  

· Grammar Quiz

· Confusing Words Quiz

· MLA Format Quiz

· Oral Presentation

· Illustration Essay

· Compare/Contrast Essay

· Division/ Classification Essay

· Cause/Effect Essay

· Argumentation Final Exam Essay

· Argumentation Research Project

Total Possible Points
	· 25 points

· 30 points

· 15 points

· 30 points

· 20 points

· 20 points

· 30 points

· 20 points

· 40 points

· 40 points

· 40 points

· 40 points

· 50 points

· 100 points

500 points


Class Schedule: 
Week 1:
Introduction, Distribution of Course Syllabus, Discussion of Expectations, MLA Heading


Signing Into Blackboard, Accessing Microsoft Word, Sample Paragraph (not graded)

Week 2: 
The Reading and Writing Process, Reading as a Writer, Understanding Purpose and 



Audience, Run-On and Fused Sentences



Blackboard Discussion Posting: Response to "Discovering the Power of My Words" by

 Russell Baker, Grammar Bytes Assignment

Week 3:
Quiz: The Writing Process. The Narration Essay, The Descriptive Essay, Writing a Thesis, 



Sentence Fragments


Blackboard Discussion Posting: Response to "Coming to an Awareness of Language" by 



Malcolm X – or – Response to "From An American Childhood" by Annie Dillard, Grammar



Bytes Assignment

Week 4:
The Introductory Paragraph, The Illustration Essay, Comma Faults, Building Sentences, 



Writing Varied Sentences



Blackboard Discussion Posting: Response to "Those Crazy Ideas" by Isaac Asimov – or – 



Response to "In Search of Our Mothers' Gardens" by Alice Walker



Begin draft of Illustration Essay



Sept. 22: Choice of Topic for Argumentative Research Essay Due 
Week 5:
Process Analysis Essay, Writing Emphatic Sentences, Writing Concise Sentences, Using 



Parallelism, Unclear Pronoun Reference



Blackboard Discussion Posting: Response to "Campus Racism" by Nikki Giovanni – or – 


Response to "How to Say Nothing in 500 Words" by Paul Roberts



Complete Illustration Essay

Week 6: 
Oct. 6: Illustration Essay Due at beginning of class


Comparison/Contrast Essay, Revising Misplaced and Dangling Modifiers, Brian's 



Confusing Words, Writing a Research Paper


Blackboard Discussion Posting: Response to "Two Ways of Seeing a River" by Mark 



Twain – or – "Of Weirdos and Eccentrics" by Pico lyer, Grammar Bytes Assignment



Begin draft of Comparison/Constrast Essay

Week 7:
Division/Classification Essay, 3 Oral Presentations, Pronoun-Antecedent Agreement, 



Using and Evaluating Library Sources, MLA Citations for Print Sources


Blackboard Discussion: Response to "The Queen Bee and Her Court" by Rosalind 



Wiseman – or – "The Ways of Meeting Oppression" by Martin Luther King, Jr. 



Complete draft of Comparison/Contrast Essay



(Note: Class time will not be provided for Division/Classification Essay. This essay will be 



completed as an out-of-class assignment)

Week 8:
Oct. 20: Comparison/Constrast Essay Due at beginning of class



Quiz on Brian's Confusing Words, Concluding Paragraphs, Using and Evaluating Internet 



Sources, 4 Oral Presentations



Blackboard Response Catch-up, Locate On-line Research Sources for Research Paper

Week 9:
Oct. 27: Division/Classification Essay due at beginning of class


Argumentation Essay; Summarizing, Paraphrasing, Quoting, and Synthesizing Sources; 


Knowing When to Capitalize



Blackboard Discussion: Response to "The Declaration of Independence" by Thomas 



Jefferson; Grammar Bytes Assignment

Week 10:
The Definition Essay; Note Taking; Shifts in Verb Tense, Verb, and Voice; 3 Oral 



Presentations



Blackboard Discussion: Response to "The Case for Short Words" by Richard Lederer



Blackboard Discussion: Response to "What is Poverty?" by Jo Goodwin Parker



Research Paper Consultations

Week 11:
Review of Proper MLA Citations; Cause and Effect Essay; Final Grammar Review, 



4 Oral Presentations



Blackboard Discussion: Response to "I Have a Dream" by Martin Luther King, Jr.



Blackboard Discussion: Response to "Argument Pair: Does a Healthy Career Equal



an Unhealthy Marriage?"



Begin Cause/Effect Essay draft

Week 12:
Avoiding Plagiarism; Integrating Quotations into Your Text; 3 Oral Presentations



Quiz: Grammar 



Blackboard Discussion: Response to "How Reading Changed My Life" by Anna Quindlan



Complete Comparison/Contrast Essay

Week 13:
Nov. 24: Comparison/Constrast Essay due at beginning of class



Quiz: MLA Citations


Blackboard Discussion: Response to "What Does it Mean to Love One's Country?" by



Michael Parenti



Blackboard Discussion: Response to "Argument Pair: Should English be the Law?"

Week 14:
Dec. 1: Research Paper due by end of class; 5 Oral Presentations, Final Essay Exam



Discussion



Blackboard Discussion: Response to "My Father Was an Anonymous Sperm Donor" by



Katrina Clark



Blackboard Discussion: Response to "Argument Pair: Is Genetically Engineered Food


Safe?"

Week 15:
Prepare for Final Exam

Week 16: 
Final Exam: Argumentation Essay
